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Sun

The Sun is the thing in the solar system. It takes up 98% of the solar system. It is a star which is only medium sized. The sun is the closest planet to us (Earth) and it gives us our heat and light. The sun is 93 million miles from Earth. It is very hot (approximately 5700(c).  The Sun is in the centre and all the planets orbit (move) around it. The sun has no solid surface and is made up of gas (mostly hydrogen).
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Mercury

Mercury is the closest planet to the Sun but not the hottest. It is very hot (800(c) on Mercury when you are facing the sun but when you are not facing the sun it is very cold (-300(c). It is a very rocky planet. The days in mercury are longer than the years. There is almost no air on Mercury. Mercury is 36 million miles from the Sun but because it orbits in a funny way it is sometimes closer and sometimes further away.
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Venus

Venus is the hottest planet. This is because it is very cloudy and the cloud traps most of the Suns heat. Venus is the closest planet to earth and is very similar. There is no life on Venus because it is too hot. The atmosphere is very thick on Venus and it would crush a person. It is made up of mostly carbon dioxide (96%). It is also made of 3.5% nitrogen and 1% carbon monoxide.
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Earth

The Earth is the planet we live on. It has lots of life living on it. It is made up of about 70% water and 30% land. The Earth is warmer near the equator (an invisible line running round the middle of the planet) and colder at the poles (the top and bottom). The moon is the Earths natural satellite and it is about ¼ the size of the Earth. The atmosphere is made up of about 78% nitrogen and about 20% oxygen as well as many other things.
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Mars

Mars is know as the Red Planet because if you see it in the sky it looks very red. This is because it has red soil. Mars has many canyons, mountains and ice caps. All the water on Mars is now ice but it is believed that there were once lakes and rivers. People think that Mars is the most similar planet to the Earth. Mars has two moons called Deimos and Phobos. The air on Mars is mostly carbon dioxide which is poisonous to us.
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Jupiter

Jupiter is the biggest planet in our solar system. The atmosphere is very strong on Jupiter and it can crush many objects into liquid. There is no solid surface on Jupiter, just one ocean made of hydrogen and water. It takes 10 hours to get from day to night in Jupiter. Jupiter has up to 63 moons and you can see the four largest in the night sky from Earth. 
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Saturn

Saturn has several hundred rings running around it. The rings are made of rock and ice.  Saturn doesn’t have a solid surface and is made mostly of hydrogen, helium and methane which are gasses. It is very similar to Jupiter. Saturn has more than 56 moons. The largest is Titan, which is the largest moon in the Solar System. 
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Uranus

Uranus is the third largest planet in the Solar System. It is made up of gas like Jupiter and Saturn and has a large rocky core. It is a very cold, windy and cloudy planet. Uranus spins differently to the other planets. Scientists believe this is because it was hit by a large planet shaped objects a long time ago. It has at least 27 moons. 
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Neptune

Neptune is the fourth largest planet in the Solar System. Neptune is a very windy and gassy planet. It has a layer of methane above its clouds. Neptune has six rings around the planet. Neptune has at least eight moons. 
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Pluto

Pluto is the smallest planet and the furthest from the Sun. It is smaller than our moon. It is a very icy and rocky planet. Pluto is 3647 million miles from the Sun. The Sun will just look like a star in the sky from Pluto. Not much is know about Pluto because it is so far away. Pluto has three moons. 

