James Cook grew up in Yorkshire.

He worked as a farmer as well as in a shop before becoming a sailor.

James became a Captain on his local ships. He then joined the Navy as an Able Seaman (this is a much lower rank).

He fought in a war against France for the Royal Navy.

Cook worked hard to discover why ships ran aground on rocks in dark nights. He measured these areas and marked them on maps. 

The Government needed someone very capable to take charge of a ship to the Pacific Ocean. They knew about James’ reputation and asked him. He accepted.

Most sailors of the time treated the native islanders they came across badly, but James treated them kindly.

He discovered New Zealand and the east coast of Australia for the first time.

Cook provided fresh vegetables for his sailors and commanded that they wash regularly. This was unheard of on other ships were people were often ill!

Later, Cook commanded a mission to the South Pole at the Government’s request. He travelled back past America.

On the way home the crew stopped at South Sea Islands, where they landed his ship to get repairs. The islanders believed he was a god and worshipped him.

Later that day Cook’s crew returned to the island, but because the god they believed in would not return, the islanders became angry and killed James Cook.

