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Wanda and William were two very happy worms.  
They lived in a wide open compost heap… 
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One day, Wanda and William were snatched from their heap…
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…and released into a brand new home!

Wanda and William were very sad until they realised that every day LOTS of yummy food came squashing down on them.  
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There was carrot and cabbage and cake and apple sauce and tea bags, and - the worms’ favourite - bread and marmite! 
As the worms ate, they grew.  And as they grew, they ate more.  And as they ate more, they grew more.  This happy process went on for several months…
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All the waste from the worms, their excrement (poo!), gradually built up in the bottom of the tray. 
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One day, when the tray was full to the brim of lovely earthy compost, the worms were given another tray full of all their favourite foods!  
This was placed on top of their old home, and so, much preferring not to live on top of all their old waste, the two worms wriggled up into the new tray. 

William and Wanda continued to live in their lovely tray home.

The owners of the wormery continued to get lots of lovely compost.


The flowers and the vegetables loved the compost and they all flourished!

The Life Cycle of a Worm
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How to Make Your Own Wormery


The Compost Heap





A compost heap is a pile of rotting leaves, grass cuttings and vegetable trimmings.  These are left to rot for a long time.  Worms help to break down the leaves by eating them and turning them into casts (worm droppings).  The casts accumulate at the bottom of the compost heap.  This very good nutrient-rich compost is called humus.  The gardener can dig out the humus and spread it over his garden.











The worms grow quickly, and at 20-weeks-old the worm can breed.  Under the right conditions the worm population in a wormery will grow very rapidly.  It takes one year for the worm to grow to adult size.











In Spring or Autumn adult worms come up to the top of the soil to mate.  The worm is both the male and female (hermaphrodite).   








After mating, a cocoon, is produced which contains up to 10 baby worms.  The cocoon is about the size of a grain of rice.











After about three weeks in the soil, the cocoon hatches.  The baby worms crawl out into the soil.  Each worm is about the size of pin head.





Worms like to work in the dark.  The lid stops the light from getting into the wormery.





Fruit and vegetable peelings, biscuits, tea bags, bread crusts, pizza, eggshells and even dog hair can be eaten by the worms.  Worms are vegetarians and don’t like to eat meat.





The worms eat their way through the food waste and make worm casts.  A worm can eat half its own weight in waste every day.





When the food runs out, the worms crawl upwards in search of more organic waste.  They leave behind dark, nutrient-rich compost.  This tray can now be emptied for the next group of children to visit the farm.





The liquid produced during the composting process is full of nutrients.  This is used as fertilizer for both house and garden plants.





After four days take off the paper.  You should be able to see some worm tunnels and the layers getting mixed up.





Don’t forget to set your worms free after a few days!





Cover the jar with black paper and keep it cool and damp.





Take a spade into the garden.  Dig up six worms.  Introduce them to their new home!





If the weather has been dry the worms may be deep down in the soil.  Try soaking the soil before digging or run and jump on the ground!  This makes the worms think it is raining and they come to the soil surface.  





Make sure the layers are moist, but not soaking.  Put the leaves and grass on the surface to keep the moisture in the soil.





Dig some soil from the garden.  Find some leaves and grass.





Fill the jar with layers of soil, sand and Kaolin.


Kaolin is a very fine powdered clay.





Take a large, clean jar.
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