Topic Theme: Communication


Subject: Topic

Weekly Planner: Spring Term 2008


Biblical Aims:

In previous topics we have seen that God alone is eternal and all things originate in Him. Last term we thought about the awesome majesty of God as revealed in His creation of the vast Universe. This term we will see that this great and powerful creator God has made people the special objects of His desire, and that He longs to communicate with His people.

We will see that originally all communication was good but that with the Fall, Sin brought shame, deceit, judgement,penalties and the break in direct communication between God and people. However God is merciful and He continues to communicate with rebellious mankind.

We will look during the term at the way in which we, as people, communicate with each other. How we can choose to communicate truth or lies. We will also discuss different types of human communication, including preaching, speeches,music, the media and the internet. We will see the benefits and dangers of these different types of communication and assess how we can be wise communicators.

Finally we will end in Heaven, where, at last,corrupt communication will be impossible.



Week
Topic
Learning Objectives

1


Introduction and Timeline
· To think about the different types of communication that we have in our daily lives

· To do a Timeline setting out the context from creation to heaven-to see how God has continued to communicate with His creation

· To consider intentional and unintentional deceit

2
Preachers, Speeches and Song 1 - Preaching
· To think about our intentions and motives when we communicate-how body language, gesture etc can communicate

· To think about “the foolishness” of preaching as God’s way of speaking through His people

· An historical study of the life and times of the great preacher George Whitfield

3
Preachers,Speeches and Song 2-Speeches
· To study “men that have moved Nations”-Hitler, Churchill, JFK, Martin Luther King, Nelson Mandella.

· To study extracts from their speeches. Were they telling the truth? Why did people follow them?

· To think more about truth-giving evasive answers, being “economical with the truth” etc

4
Preachers, Speeches and Song 3- Song
· A look at Elvis Presley and john Lennon- their words and their lifestyle

· A more general study of modern music. Why is it so powerful and what is being communicated.

· To give each pupil a chance to assess what is being taught in their own favourite music

5
The Bible
· A closer look at God’s complete message to His people-how it came to us, why we can trust it, different versions etc

· To have a brief look at other sacred writings and the part they play in the lives of people

6
Modern Methods of Communication 1 - Print
· A general introduction to mass communication in the 21st century. To think about how easy it is to communicate with large numbers of people – is this good or bad?

· To analyse a number of different magazines – their content, themes, emphases etc

· To encourage each child to consider what they read in the light of closer analysis

7
Modern Methods of Communication 2 - Television
· To do some class research on the amount and content of T.V. that is watched by pupils

· As with magazines to analyse these programmes and discuss the possible dangers of too much or inappropriate viewing

· To look particularly at “reality” T.V. programmes – good or bad?

8
Modern Methods of communication 3 – The Internet
· To spend a lesson assessing the impact of this major communication system – its pros and cons

· To think about our own use of the Internet – do we use it wisely or waste time

· To consider the impact of sites such as MSN and Facebook and assess our use of them

9
Moder Methods of communication 4 – The Future
· To allow each child to think about all we have done over the last three weeks and more fully assess their own use of these media – do they need to make changes?

· To imagine where communication is going – more on-line, less personel etc

· The benefits and challenges of the mass media

10
Assess and Review
· An opportunity to look again at any area that has been of particular interest

· Individual assessment to see what each pupil has learnt

11

· 

12
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