Year 1: Houses and Homes                                                                                        Theme 4: Creature homes 

	Session 4: Study our own local environment                          Geog 
	
	Session : Fieldwork - animal habitats locally            Geog/Sci

	Range and Breadth: Geography: 6a Study the locality of the school.
	
	Range and Breadth: Geography: 7b Carry out fieldwork investigations outside classroom; Science: 1a Study range of environmental contexts; 1d Using first hand data to carry out investigations.

	PoS
	Geography: KS1
	
	PoS
	Geography: KS1 [Main]

	Objectives
	Study their neighbourhood and comment on its facilities.

1a Ask geographical questions.

1b Observe and record.

1c Express their own views about people, places and environments.

2a Use geographical vocabulary.

3a Identify and describe what places are like.

3d Recognise how places compare with other places.


	
	Objectives
	Go on a field trip in the local area and look at the environment.

1b Observe and record in their own neighbourhood.      

2b Use fieldwork skills.     2c Use maps of the local area.

	
	
	
	PoS
	Science: Sc2:  Life processes and living things
Sc1: Scientific Enquiry [Main]

	
	
	
	Objectives
	Go on a field trip and look for evidence of animals in the local environment.

Sc2: 5a Find out about the animals that live in the local environment      Sc1: 2a/2b Ask questions and use first-hand experience to answer these.

	Whole class teaching: 

Show chn pictures of diff environments in Britain. Ask chn to describe them. (www.britainonview.com/ click on Galleries).  Ask chn what sort of a place we live in? In a city, in a small town, in the country, in a hilly area, in a flat area, in the mountains, near the sea, by a river, near a lake? Ask if there are many green fields where we live or is it a built-up area with lots of roads and houses? Have chn been to any other areas in Britain? How was it different there? Did the houses look different? The countryside? In what ways? Was there anything there that we don’t have here? Did you see different animals there? Tell chn that they are going to describe the area around where they live. What type of area is it? (e.g. city/village) What can we see lots of in this area? (e.g. cars/trees) What kind of houses are there here? (e.g. tower blocks/bungalows) What sort of shops are there? (e.g. small corner shops/trading estates) What do you like about the area? (e.g. parks/woods) What would you like to be different? (e.g. fewer cars/more shops).
	
	Whole class teaching:            

Show chn an enlarged version of a map of the area around the school. Say that this is a way of showing not only what is where, e.g. where the roads go, where important buildings, e.g. churches, are situated, but also what type of land there is in between, e.g. green for a park, blue for a river/lake, tufty for marshland etc.  Point out to the chn where the school is situated and the route you are going to take to reach the park/farm/woodland. Which way will we have to turn when we get outside the school? Explain that they are going to do a field study, which means looking carefully at an area outside. The purpose of the field study is to find out which animals live in that particular area. What animals can you see in your garden? What kind of animals do you think we might see today? This could include dogs, cats, birds, mice, worms, insects, etc. Some of these animals are very shy and it may only be possible to see burrows or holes in the ground - entrances to their homes. 

	Easy

Chn describe where they live using prompts (session resources).
TD
	Medium/Hard

Chn complete sentences about their area (session resources) adding what they like about it and what they would like to be different.
	
	Easy/Medium/Hard       Chn take clipboards with them and draw any animals that they spot as well as listing them. They can note an animal if they see evidence, e.g. a burrow. If chn spot more than one of the same animal they should draw a short line for each additional animal next to their picture. Ask chn to think about what the animal is doing when they spot it.    TD as required

	Plenary
	Show chn a picture of an area very different from theirs. What differences can you spot between this place and where we live?
	
	Plenary
	Discuss the chn’s findings. Did you find any animals that you didn’t expect to find? What did you see the most of?
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