Water Topic Lesson                                 (J. Daniels)
Friday mornings – Reception/Year 1 class        Spring Term 2009 
Biblical Objectives 

The bible has a lot to say on the topic of water. Through looking at water in the bible we will pick out some of the characteristics of God. Learning about God’s character helps the children see how awesome and mighty He is. We will look at the following;    
1. God created Water. On the third day God divided the waters (Genesis 1v 6) and on day three God gathered the waters together and set a boundary for them (Genesis 1 v9). This act of creation shows God’s authority and His omnipotence (all powerful).
2. God filled the waters with an abundance of living creatures on the fifth day. This shows God’s amazing creativity.
3. The great, universal flood and God’s dealings with Noah and his family show God’s judgement against sin, His covenant towards His people and His offer of salvation to all who come to/trust in Jesus.

    4. The story of Jonah also shows God’s judgement and salvation.
5. The ‘water miracles’ Jesus performed when He lived on earth show us that Jesus is God and His omnipotence.

	Week
	Learning Objectives
	Teaching & Learning Opportunities & Activities
	Resource Implications

	1
	God’s authority and omnipotence
	Read the creation account found in Genesis and discuss. By the power of His word God spoke the world into being.

 Order and colour in pictures of the days of creation and make a mobile
	Days of creation pictures, circular shape.
Black card 

	2
	As last week
God’s creativity 
	Continue from last week. Recap the order of the days of creation. Focus in on the creation of the waters, their gathering together and the abundance of living creatures that God formed to live in the water. Show the children books of under water scenes and get them to describe what they see to you. Get them to imagine swimming in the sea amongst the abundant sea life. See how many WOW Words/ amazing adjectives the class can think of. Write them on the white board. Ask the Y1 children to design/draw a fish from their imagination then colour it. Then underneath to write a short description of their fish. Reception children, paint under the sea pictures.
	Books on sea creatures
Paints and paper

	3
	God’s judgment and salvation
	Read the biblical account of the story of Noah and the great flood. Go onto the ponderosa and measure out the ark to scale. Use canes tied together to give an impression of the height of the ark. Discuss the size of the ark and shape, explaining that God’s design was perfect. There was enough room for all the animals, food, water, and for eight people to live in it! The shape was stable enough to withstand the most terrible thunder storm there has ever been, or will be!
	Bible story books
Small model of the ark

Measuring sticks., trundle wheel

canes

	4
	As last week
	Continue from last week. Make small Noah’s Ark books. Provide pictures for the children the order, colour and stick into their books. Year 1- write a caption under each picture.
	Pictures for the Noah’s Ark story.
Small books for their story.

	5
	God’s covenant
	Talk about the Covenant God made with mankind after the flood. The rainbow is the sign to the world that never again will God send a worldwide flood. Consider what a covenant is. Ask the children if they can keep promises. Consider how easy it is for us to break our promises. Emphasize that God is incapable of breaking His promises, He always tells the truth and He always does what He says.

 Make a large rainbow using scrunched up tissue paper. Each child will paint an individual rainbow.
	Large rainbow picture
Tissue paper all the colours of the rainbow
Cartridge paper & paints- red, orange, yellow, green, blue, indigo and violet

	Hols
	Holidays
	                       HOLIDAYS
	Holidays

	6
	God’s judgment & salvation
	Read the story of Jonah in a children’s bible. Talk about Jonah’s disobedience towards God and its consequences. Spent time looking at the prayer of Jonah from inside the big fish. How would the children have felt? Do they pray when they’re in trouble? God heard Jonah’s prayer and the fish spewed him out onto the sea shore, Jonah was saved.

Jonah did finally go and tell the people of Nineveh to repent, wonderfully the people did repent and God forgave.

Get the children to act out the story using props.
	Children’s bible
The Usborne book of BIBLE STORIES - pgs. 85-100

Props for Jonah drama

	7
	As last week
	Recap last week’s lesson. Remember that God’s judgment is against sin and that he brings deliverance and salvation to those who call upon Him.
Make a moving fish picture to remind the children of the story of Jonah

	BIBLE MAKE & DO, Book 1 –pgs. 14-15

	8
	God’s omnipotence
	See how many ‘water miracles’ the children can think of and write them on the white board.
Discuss why Jesus performed these miracles. Because He loved and had compassion on people, but more then this the miracles showed that Jesus was (and is) God. Jesus is omnipotent, all powerful. Even the wind and the waves obeyed Him!
Year 1 – Choose one of the ‘water miracles’ of Jesus and write about it in their journals. Then illustrate the writing.

Rec. – paint a picture of one of the ‘water miracles’ of Jesus.
	CD – The King The Snake and the Promise, Song ‘Only God Can Do That’
Children’s bible

	9
	As last week
	Continue from last week. Get the children to act out some of the miracles.
Do they remember what omnipotence means? Why could Jesus do these wonderful miracles? ( Because He is God)
	

	10
	Assessment
	End of term task
	




