Year 1: Changes




     Theme 3: Seasons and Weather

	Session 2: The Seasons in the UK   
       Drama/Geography 
	
	Session 3: Seasons around the world          Geography/Science

	Range and Breadth: English: NC En1 8d Speaking to an audience. Geography: 6b Physical features.
	
	Range and Breadth: Geography: 6b Physical features of countries overseas. Science: 1a A range of environmental contexts.

	PoS
	English: NC En1 Speaking and Listening
    [Main]
	
	PoS
	Geography: Geographical enquiry/skills       [Main]

	Objectives

 
	Speak clearly and persuasively.

En1 1c Organise what they say. 1d Focus on the main points. 1e Include relevant detail. 2c Make relevant comments. 3a Take turns in speaking. 3b Relate contribution to previous. 3d Extend ideas. 3e Give reasons for opinions.
	
	Objectives
	Understand that countries near the equator have different seasons from us.

4a Make observations about environmental features e.g. seasonal changes. 4b Recognise changes in physical features. 3d Recognise how places compare with other places.

	PoS
	Geography: Geographical enquiry & skills     [Main]
	
	PoS
	Science: Sc4 Physical Processes 

	Objectives
	Understand why we have different seasons.

4a Make observations about features in the environment, e.g. seasonal changes.
	
	Objectives
	Understand why equatorial countries are closer to the sun than the UK.

3a Understand that the sun is a source of light and heat.

	Whole class teaching:  

Write ‘The Seasons’ on the f/c and discuss what these are, then sound out the letters and ask for spelling suggestions as you write, Spring, Summer, etc. What things change in different seasons? (Weather, plants, animals behaviour) Discuss these changes and list key facts under each seasonal heading, e.g. winter – bare tree branches, no flowers, cold air, icy roads, grey skies, snow. Explain why we have different seasons in the UK – our part of the earth tilts towards the sun in the summer and away from the sun in the winter. Demonstrate by using a tennis ball and marking a dot on it for the UK. Use a large football for the sun, then tilt the tennis ball ‘Earth’ towards the sun and move it all the way around the sun, keeping the same tilted position and asking the chn to watch the position of the dot in relation to the sun. Repeat, asking the chn to call out when the ‘UK’ dot is furthest from the sun. Explain that this is the middle of winter. Repeat for the summer and show how in spring and autumn the UK is partially turned towards/away from the sun. Ask chn which is their favourite season. Can chn think of some good things about each of the seasons? Brainstorm ideas.
	
	Whole class teaching:    

Review the concept of seasons. Explain that many countries have seasons like the UK, but that as we go south towards the middle of the earth (equator) the seasons are quite different. Using the tennis ball ‘earth’ & football ‘sun’ demonstrate again how the earth moves around the sun. Add a coloured splodge for Kenya & model how, as the earth moves around the sun, Kenya stays at the same distance from the sun, whereas the UK dot moves away, then closer. Explain that the countries near the equator always have hot weather & that the only changes are between the wet season & the dry season. Sometimes there are very heavy rains that are called monsoons. Look again at Bringing the rain from Kapiti plain. Why is rain so precious? (Nothing grows without rain; people need to grow their food or go hungry) Explain that sometimes the rainy season doesn’t come & that this can cause great suffering, even mass starvation. Discuss features of the rainy & dry seasons (cracked earth/dry river beds/sun to ripen the crops/thirsty animals; river beds fill with water/tiny dormant fish come to life & slither to streams/people collect water in large drums, etc).

	Easy/Medium/Hard  

Divide the chn into groups of 3 or 4 (mixed ability). Give each group an A3 piece of paper with the name of a season at the top. Ask the chn to brainstorm as many things as poss to do with that season. Call out reminders (Birds, Flowers, Trees, Weather, Clothes etc). Chn write down words or draw pictures of things relevant to their season. Using this poster, chn prepare (for 5 mins) a mini presentation about their season which they perform to one other group. Groups swap presenting/audience roles. Chn feedback what was good about the other group’s presentation.       TD where needed
	
	Easy 

Chn complete the Kenyan seasons sheet (session resources) by drawing different features for each of the wet and dry seasons.
	Medium

Chn complete Kenyan seasons sheet, by drawing features of wet and dry seasons and adding short captions.
	Hard 

Chn complete Kenyan seasons sheet by writing a simple sentence in each box and illustrating it. 

	Plenary
	Have a debate/discussion, with each group doing a presentation trying to prove that their season is best. All teachers vote for Summer!!!!
	
	Plenary
	Look at a globe together and identify the countries that lie on the equator. Have any chn been there or heard of places on the news, etc?
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