Art and Craft
Our aim:
The whole world and all parts of Creation are god's handiwork. Men, created in God's image, are to develop as creative individuals using their God-given talents to make beautiful and useful things for their own oand other's benjoyment and benefit. Art and Craft fosters such creativity. It is not out policy at Bethany to make art in the curriculum exalted in any way, nor is it to make it seem trivial and unnecessary, but rather something to be enjoyed, appreciated and practised as part of everyday life and accepted as a great gift from God.

Some objectives:

•
To give children the opportunity to respond, appreciate and learn about God's wonderful world of creation as well as looking at the way in which artists have interpreted it through history.

•
To help them gain an understanding and appreciation of the methods and motives of people from other cultures and times.

•
To provide children with opportunities to make images and models, real and imagined, to help them understand its nature and make judgements.

•
To teach them to handle a wide range of materials and tools skilfully so they can express their own ideas and feelings.

•
To encourage the children's capacity to think, imagine, plan, invent, design and enjoy the experience!

Infants  5-7+ years
1.
Work from observation:

eg. to enable them to understand more fully the detail, variety and wonder of God's creation, they should be helped to examin closely, before they start to draw, paint or model the subject matter. This might include a whole range of objects from shell, leaves, fruit, animals and themselves.

2.
Work from memory

3.
Work from imagination

4.
Collect and sort items for use in work

5.
Select from a range of items, pictures etc.

6.
Use selected items in work

7.
Explore line, tone, texture

8.
Explore colour, shape and pattern

9.
Work in two dimensions

10.
Work in three dimensions

11.
Implement simple changes in work

12.
Work in class group

13.
Work individually

14.
Work on a small scale

15.
Work on a large scale

16.
Evaluate own work

17.
Evaluate other's work

All these activities naturally lend themselves to reinforcing necessary social skills eg. the importance of being thoughtful, helpful, kind and encouraging etc.

Children should be encouraged to gain knowledge and understanding by:

•
Looking at paintings, sculpture, prints, fabric work, drawing, illustration, fabrics, architecture, ceramics and photography.

•
Visiting an art gallery.

•
Lookig at work from other cultures.

•
Making connections between their own work and artists' work.

•
Looking at the way particular themes have been interpreted by other artists.

