Bethany School

Nations Topic

Context and Aims

This is the last of nine topics in the Bethany School Curriculum: Beginnings, Work, Water, Dry Land, Living Things - Plants and Animals, People, The Earth in Space, Communication and Nations. 

In previous topics we have seen that God alone is eternal and that all things originate in Him. God’s activities involve making, sustaining, redeeming and renewing creation and by acting in this way God reveals His character to the created realms. The whole of creation declares God’s nature and attributes but people are especially the object of His desire to communicate with His creation. We have looked at God’s work in creating and ordering the world, the effects of our obedience to or disregard for God laws and the extent to which Christians can bring a measure of the redemption, achieved through Christ’s death, to this fallen world. In this topic we will investigate God’s dealing with Abraham, His covenant with His chosen people and the pattern modelled for us by Abraham as the ‘father of many nations’.

Context

Authority and Obedience

· All authority belongs to God. 

· God has given people legitimate authority over the creation and a mandate to tend, subdue and fill the earth. 

· There is a legitimate order in family relationships which is part of God’s merciful judgement after the Fall. Authority is given to husbands and scripture is full of guidance regarding the correct exercise of this God-given rule. 

· Parents have responsibilities to exercise authority as God’s agents. This is good for children and good for society. 

· Society has developed with a patriarchal system (generally mirrored in the animal kingdom) and God promised to Abram that ‘in you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.’ 
· God allowed authority and rule to include judges, prophets, priests and kings. By faithfulness to His covenant God empowered Israel to be a self controlled people living freely under the authority of God. In this they are an example to all nations.

· Jesus is the ultimate example of the correct use of legitimate authority. He possesses all authority and yet He came as a servant. He is a Ruler who serves. He is also a Servant who rules. He exercises sovereign authority that is kind - authority exercised on behalf of His subjects.

· People are expected to respect authority and submit to the rule of law.

· Justice and service should characterise leadership. God’s people should strive for this but also, willingly submit to legitimate authority. Righteousness exalts a nation.

· Pride, greed and selfishness leads to an abuse of authority, tyranny and oppression.

· The end times - the gospel preached to every tongue, tribe and nation. Nation will rise against nation, kingdom against kingdom.

· In heaven: the 24 elders cast their crowns at the feet of Jesus;  ...a great multitude which no one could number, of all nations, tribes, peoples and tongues ..... ; the tree of life, removed from Eden, is used for the healing of the nations.

Our aim is:

· to demonstrate that God, not man makes history and sets out the affairs of men. 

· to show that in the nation of Israel God has given us a model of His dealings with individuals and nations.

· to observe where, through the transmission of culture, nations have developed, or departed from, Godly ways.

· to discover through an in-depth study of a chosen country how faith and beliefs influence national identity.

· to look at the imbalances between nations and suggest biblically appropriate responses.

Nations Topic

God’s covenant with Abraham involves ...... At Babel ‘the LORD scattered them abroad over the face of the earth’. A re-statement of the ‘fill’ mandate. To Abram the LORD promises a land. Although Abraham was still nomadic, settlement, roots and community structure became part of God’s plan. God instructs Abraham so that his ‘children’ and ‘household’ ... ‘keep the way of the LORD, to do righteousness and justice’ ..’ that the nations of the earth shall be blessed in him’ .. Abraham’s activities, beginning with the way he divided the land with his grandson Lot to the way he used the legal process to buy land to bury his wife, bore witness to the statement of the Philistine King Abimelech, ‘God is with you in all that you do’.  (the first peace treaty)
Authority involves ..... In instructing his children and household Abraham is acting in God’s behalf. Moses in summing up the commandments is stating God’s objective when he teaches that Israel and their children and grandchildren should fear the Lord by keeping His decrees. No one exercises rule over their own jurisdiction, but over God’s. We are not entitled to organise our family or our society as we please, but as pleases Him. Therefore we need not be afraid to exercise God given authority or to submit to authority. Accepting authority based on truth and dealing with authority based on unbiblical foundations involves  rules, correction and discipline. Setting the boundaries, enabling conformity and the price to be paid for disobedience.

Obedience involves ..... The willing submission of one person to the authority of another. Doing what we are told: without challenge, without excuse, and without delay. Submission is out of vogue in our culture and rights are ‘in’, but if the agenda is God’s agenda, if the authority is kind and exercised benevolently, then submission is submission to God and to what He wants. We are not machines. We can appeal to authority even capricious authority. Daniel chapter  1 shows how deal respectfully with those in authority and at the same time be obedient to God. 
Being a nation involves ...... Statistics - area, population, continent, currency. Geography - mountains, cities, rivers, climate, borders, natural resources. Culture - art, music, costume, religion, food, language, architecture. Symbols - flag, national anthem, national flower / animal, characteristics. Infra-structure - education, transport, health, technological development. Government - type, style, leaders, political system. History - significant events, alliances, wars, people, enduring inventions. Trade / industry - natural resources, export / import, primary /secondary industry. World view - Judeo-Christian, secular, tribal, Moslem, revolutionary, animist, mystic, humanist.

Being a godly nation involves ..... Knowing, believing and behaving as though God rules the nations. Learning the patterns for our communal life from God’s dealings with Israel. Ensuring that the church is faithful in its calling to preach the gospel and continues to be an example to the nation of godly living. Discovering the principles from scripture relating to the ordering of society. (e.g. economics (Lev 25:23-53; Dt 15:1-18; 24:6,10-15); jurisprudence (Lev19:15; Dt16:18-20; 17:8-13); housing (Dt22:8); business (Lev 19:35-36; Dt 25:13-16); hygiene Dt23:12-13), forestry (Dt19:19-20): agriculture (Lev19:23-25; 25:1-7,11-12; Dt 22:9; 23:24-25); farming ( Is28:23-29); science (Jer8:7; 31:35-37; Job 38-41). Making and keeping godly laws requires faith. Lending to the poor and needy, interest on loans, honest measures, jubilee, releasing bond servants, maintaining small armies require faith. ( You only need a small army if you believe that, with God’s help, five can chase a thousand.) Some laws are especially hard on the rich but God still commands obedience and does promise that those who obey will be richly blessed.

Being a servant-ruler involves ..... Humility. Kindness. Faith. Stewardship. Leadership. Accountability. Suffering.

The ‘signs of the times’ involves .....Matt:24 - Nation will rise against nation, kingdom against kingdom. The gospel preached in all the world ... to all nations. Christians hated by all nations. (Napolean .. ‘People will believe anything unless it is in the bible!’) Also, a sense of normality - ‘two men will be working in the fields ...’
Heaven involves ..... Rev:4 The elders cast their crowns before the throne. Willing submission to the authority of  .... the Lamb. Rev7:9 The people who will be in heaven - people from every nation, tribe, people and tongue. Rev:21 Inhabitants of the city - those from all ‘the nations of those who are saved’ and ‘the kings of the earth bring their glory and honour into it’. The tree of life bringing healing to the nations

Principles of Conduct: Knowing, believing and behaving as though God rules the nations. Learning the patterns for our communal life from God’s dealings with Israel. Ensuring that the church is faithful in its calling to preach the gospel and continues to be an example of godly living. Discovering the principles from scripture relating to the ordering of society. (e.g. economics (Lev 25:23-53; Dt 15:1-18; 24:6,10-15); jurisprudence (Lev19:15; Dt16:18-20; 17:8-13); housing (Dt22:8); business (Lev 19:35-36; Dt 25:13-16); hygiene Dt23:12-13), forestry (Dt19:19-20): agriculture (Lev19:23-25; 25:1-7,11-12; Dt 22:9; 23:24-25); farming ( Is28:23-29); science (Jer8:7; 31:35-37; Job 38-41). Giving and lending to the poor and needy, interest on loans, honest measures, jubilee, releasing bond servants, maintaining small armies require faith. ( You only need a small army if you believe that, with God’s help, five can chase a thousand.) Some laws are especially hard on the rich but God still commands obedience and does promise that those who obey will be richly blessed.

