CHOOSING THE 

RIGHT SCHOOL 

FOR YOUR CHILD 

A Guide for Christian Parents

‘Train a child in the way he should go

and when he is old he will not turn from it.’

Proverbs 22:6

1. CHRISTIAN PARENTING 

Biblically, education is primarily the responsibility of parents. Parents’ wishes are to be respected as they have God-given spiritual authority over their children and the greatest responsibility for them. Rather than parents adapting and coming into line with what the government or school wants, the school should respect and honour Christian parents’ priorities and values. 

As Christian parents, this means seeking a school for our children that will support us in our biblical mandate to train our children in God’s ways. We are responsible for our children while they are at school. We know that our children have been entrusted to us by God and are ‘a reward from him’ (Psalm 127:3). This means that we must get our priorities right when it comes to schooling and education. We want to discover with our children what their God-given gifts are and to see these nurtured. 

Some parents want the best academic education for their child; others want

the best resources or vocational education. For Christian parents, while these factors are important, the spiritual must come first. We might want our children to go to university or to learn relevant skills but more than anything else we want to see them in heaven. We want to see them living lives of integrity and godly character and serving God with their gifts now. Most people in the West have a narrow view of schooling which isn’t necessarily a biblical one. They think schooling is about academic learning or acquiring vocational skills when education is really about discipleship. Schools teach children how to live and it is not difficult to see why increasing numbers of Christian parents want to send their children to a school where they are nurtured spiritually while gaining excellent qualifications and relevant skills. 

How will my child's school help me to discharge my responsibilities 

as a Christian parent?

Does my child's school reflect my spiritual priorities? 
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‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your

heart, with all your soul, and with all your strength

 “And these wordswhich I command you today

shall be in your heart. You shall teach them

diligently to your children, and you shall talk of them

when you sit in your house, when you walk by the way

 when you lie down, and when you rise up.

Deuteronomy 6:4-7

2. THE SCHOOL AS A SPIRITUAL HOME 

Loving God should be a natural part of everyday life. We are to teach our

children God’s ways throughout the day, when we’re doing all sorts of

ordinary things because God is at the centre of everything we do. Many of us do this with our children when they are small -  but it’s more than a Bible story at bedtime! We are bringing our children up in a Christian home and when we come to choose where they should go to school we need to choose with care and a great deal of prayer. Where our children should spend most of their days is a big decision. We want our children’s lives at school to match up with their lives at home. We want them to experience consistent ‘training’ and ‘nurture’ rather than receiving mixed or contradictory messages where the emphasis of the school is different to that of the home. As parents we have a responsibility before God to raise our children in His ways. The values of the school should be in agreement with those of the home.

Sending children to a secular school, from a home where Jesus Christ is central, could result in a spiritual culture shock. They may learn that God is important in some places and can be ignored in others. They might even learn that God belongs at home or in church but not in their everyday lives at school. 

A Christian school should be a place where ‘living stones’ can be built up into a ‘spiritual house’ (1 Peter 2:5). We pray that, by God’s grace, our children might become members of the ‘household of God’ and that through the Christian school, have a Godly ‘foundation’ (Ephesians 2:19-20).

A spiritual house or home is an environment where children are formed intellectually and spiritually. Different homes foster children of different character. We certainly need to consider what sort of spiritual home we want our children to be raised in. There are many reasons for the child from a Christian home to be brought up in a Christian school. 

Does the teaching my child receives at school agree with the values of our home?

Is God honoured in my child’s school?
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3. TEACHERS AS SPIRITUAL PARENTS 

Our children need suitable spiritual teachers, not just in church on Sunday but in school every weekday. 

Perhaps we should ask ourselves if we would be happy to have our child’s schoolteachers teaching children in the church we belong to? If not, why would we give them spiritual authority over our children at school? Teachers are legally in loco parentis – in other words, by law, they are in the place of the parent. Teachers take our place in relation to our children when they are at school and while they may be kind and professional, in many schools they may not be living as followers of Jesus Christ. Teachers’ beliefs and values come through in their teaching – it’s unavoidable. We need to consider whether we are prepared for our children to be educated (to learn how to live, to acquire values and attitudes, to have their identity formed) in a non-Christian 'spiritual home'? Are we happy to allow non-Christians to have this much influence over our children? If we were to die and could not raise our own children would we be comfortable for those who are not Christians to bring them up? If we wouldn’t then why would we be content for such people to educate our children? Teachers exercise discipline and they also teach disciplines (subjects). Teachers are empowered to make disciples, the question is: whose disciples will our children be? 

We have to be careful about under whose spiritual authority we place our 

children. Many Christian parents believe their children should be educated 

by those whose beliefs and lifestyles model the Gospel. Teachers at a Christian school will have more than gifting and degrees, they will have Christian character and be living in accordance with biblical truth. They are qualified to be in loco parentis.

Which adults outside the home are having the greatest impact on my children’s lives? 

Are my child's teachers qualified to be spiritual parents? 
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Do not be deceived: God is not mocked;

for whatever a man sows, that he will also reap.

Galatians 6:7

4. INVESTING TIME IN CHILDREN 

We all realize how important it is to spend time with our children. We also take

care to monitor where they go and who they’re with. We want them to have the right friends and to be in good company. The Bible tells us in Proverbs

13:20 ‘He who walks with wise men grows wise, but the companion of fools will be destroyed’. We know how important it is for our children to have the right influences. 

Do we realize that each of our children spends around 15,000 hours in

school between the ages of 4 and 16? If we go to church twice a week our

children will only spend around 2,000 hours in church over the same period

of time. Even on a normal weekday children are likely to spend twice as

much time at school as they do at home -and the time they spend at school is ‘prime time’ when they may absorb most.

If children spend this amount of time at a school which has very different values to those of their Christian home it should not surprise us if they reject our faith or struggle to develop as a young Christian. They will have had their values and identity moulded by a non-Christian school environment. At school, children will learn about evolution, abortion, other religions, sexuality, relationships, power, money, trust, loyalty and so on. It isn’t hard to understand why Christian parents might want to opt for schools that lay foundations they agree with – especially when their children are at an impressionable age. 

Many people (even some Christians) mistakenly believe Christian schools are over-protective ‘Christian ghettos’ which segregate children. They prefer Christian children to stand up for their faith in front of a class full of non-Christians. Yet children are not mature and need to have their spiritual

foundations strengthened, not undermined. We are called to witness for Christ in difficult situations as adults but many parents believe children need to be thoroughly prepared for such challenges. It’s easy to see why Christian parents who understand this truth see a Christian school as the place to build character so that their children can be a strong witness when they are ready. 1 Corinthians 15:33 reminds us ‘Do not be misled: Bad company corrupts good character’ We know that the people our children spend their time with can influence their behaviour, attitudes and ability to learn. 

Am I aware of the influences upon my children? 

How are my children spending their time, and with whom? 
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‘Be not unequally yoked together with unbelievers.

For what do righeousness and wickedness have in common?

Or what fellowship can light havewith darkness?’

2 Corinthians 6:14

5. ALL EDUCATION IS FOR A KINGDOM 

Christians often refer to ‘unequal yoking’ when they are talking about marriage or a business venture but when we send our child to a school we are ‘yoked together’ with that community. Schools reflect the values of society and the priorities of Government, but Christian parents may want their children educated in schools which primarily reflect the values of Christ's kingdom.

People sometimes find it hard to understand  what a Bible-based model of education looks like. Some parents have difficulty getting their heads round the concept of ‘Christian education’ because in our liberal, secular environment ‘education is education’. But schooling is not neutral and will always reflect the values of a kingdom. Schooling always addresses ultimate questions of why we’re here and where we’re going. Education is about origin and destiny as well as aims and purposes. It cannot avoid providing answers about what is and is not important or valued. Education is not as technical or scientific as people sometimes think; it is governed by convictions that are matters of faith and belief. 

In The Abolition of Man C.S. Lewis, author of the Narnia stories, writes about education. He explains that schooling is subtle and says that a boy can think he is simply doing his schoolwork when he is actually learning a theory about life: ‘It is not a theory they [teachers] put into his mind, but an assumption, which ten years hence, its origin forgotten and its presence unconscious, will condition him to take one side in a controversy which he has never recognized as a controversy at all.’ Children can end up assuming God is irrelevant to their lives because He is not integral to what they learn at school. 

Am I familiar with the teaching and materials in my child's school? 

Are they secular or do they promote Christian values? 
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 ‘He who is not with me is against me, and

he who does not gather with me scatters’

Luke 11:23

6. NO CURRICULUM IS NEUTRAL 

No curriculum is neutral and the subjects our children learn reflect a view of the world. Children learn about life from a particular point of view and a worldview or value-system underpins everything they are taught (even if the people teaching think they are neutral). Beliefs about human beings, purpose and destiny are communicated subtly and these assumptions about the way the world is can have a profound influence on children.

An example from a ‘neutral’ lesson may help. A class of children were studying what people believed in the Middle Ages. The teacher explained that people believed in the reality of Heaven and Hell back then. Then the teacher asked how people’s beliefs differ now, in the twenty-first century? The teacher seemed to work from the assumption that no-one could possibly hold such old fashioned beliefs. The lesson appeared to be founded on the false assumption that now everyone is secular or an atheist. To all appearances 

the lesson assumed that it is normal not to believe in God. Imagine the boy 

or girl from a Christian home sitting in that lesson. The school is contradicting what has been learned at home and what parents have taught. It would take a very strong child to stand out from the crowd and say ‘I believe in Heaven and Hell because the Bible says so’. If the child did say that how would the teacher react? Would the child’s friends laugh? What would the child learn about how to fit in? 

At school children will learn about many things including sex. In one school, a 

classroom had a display that had statements by teenagers displayed in large letters on the wall. One read ‘I’m only doing it with someone I trust’ and another read ‘I’m not going to feel pressured before I’m ready’. Another said ‘I want to have a baby with someone I love’. There was no mention of sexual purity, marriage, celibacy or waiting until you’re married. Certain ways of behaving were presented as ‘normal’ in this classroom. We should ask ourselves if we really want our children influenced in such ways when it comes to this vital area of their lives? After we became Christians many of us had to unlearn some of the teaching that messed us up in life. We had to learn how to live God’s way. We may have gained some qualifications and skills when we were at school but we probably also picked up a lot of bad habits and wrong thinking there too. 

In your child's school, is God left out? 

What does this teach your child? 
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For the kingdom of heaven is like a man travelling to a far country,

who called his servants and entrusted his property to them.

To one he gave five talents of money, to another two talents and to

another one talent, each according to his ability.
Matthew 25: 14-15

7. EXCELLENCE: A PERSONAL BEST 

There is a lot of talk in schools about children ‘fulfilling their potential’ these days but there is more to a Christian education than self-fulfillment. In a good Christian school teachers will want to see children making the most of the talents God has given them so that they can serve Him by using them. We know we will all have to give an account before God of how we have used the talents he has given us and a good Christian school’s mission is to identify the gifts a child has been given and to nurture them. This takes spiritual discernment as well as educational expertise. Christian teachers will understand that a child's gifts are from God, so there is no room for any pride or boasting:  ‘Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, and comes down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation or shadow of turning.' (James 1:17). Each child is of equal worth. 'God created man in His own image; in the image of God He created him; male and female He created them. (Gen 1:27). Of all schools the Christian school is most likely to understand that children are made in the image of God; Christians, in particular, should not consider children who ‘get the grades’ to be more valuable than those who need help. 

However, small Christian schools where a child can’t get ‘lost in the crowd’ generally have good results. When children see their schoolwork as something to '…do heartily, as to the Lord' (Col 3:23), they will have much 

more than a positive attitude. Achieving a personal-best for each child in partnership with parents is what quality Christian education is committed to and one of the reasons Christian schools generally do so well is that they believe what God says about children: that they can do ‘all things through Christ’ (Phil 4:13). Aiming to be the best God has made you to be is vital in Christian education and we have the promise that ‘The LORD will make you the head, not the tail. If you pay attention to the commands of the LORD your God that I give you this day and carefully follow them, you will always be at the top, never at the bottom.’ (Deut 28:13).
We want the best for our children; after all ‘what man is there among you who, if his son asks for bread, will give him a stone?' (Matt 7:9) 

As a Christian parent, have I chosen the right school for my child? 
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Christian Family Schools Limited

Bethany School

Having read about choosing the right school for your child you may want your child to benefit from Christian schooling.

Bethany School is a Christian Family School which successfully operates according to the biblical principles outlined in this booklet. You may wish to visit  Bethany School and put your child’s name on the waiting list. The school is thriving and is part of a growing network of Christian Family Schools in the City of Sheffield.

Christian Family Schools are small and friendly and when full, have less than 100 pupils between the ages of 4 and 16. The children are mainly drawn from families attending many different churches in the city. Being part of such a close family network provides children with the spiritual home they need. One characteristic of the Christian school is that it is a happy place to be; children enjoy school and experience the love of God in the classroom.

Classes are small and teachers are committed and well qualified both 

educationally and spiritually. Bethany School regularly achieves the highest grades for exam results at GCSE but that is not its primary focus. The school is committed to ‘discipleship through education’ and believes that when God is put first, quality is always excellent.

The school receives no government funding  and is a registered charity. Bethany School is supported mainly by voluntary contributions from our families and ‘Friends’. We give to a cause we support rather than paying fees for a private education. Also, parents give their time in a variety of practical ways around the school and one of our distinctive features is that we encourage a much closer partnership between home and school than is usual. The staff at Bethany School is committed to helping Christian parents fulfil their Biblical mandate to 'Train up a child in the way he should go'.
If you would like to find out more about Bethany School please

visit our website www.bethany.sheffield.sch.uk
Telephone: 0114 272 6994 for an Information Pack.

Bethany School, Finlay Street, Sheffield, S3 7PS

Other Christian Family Schools

Emmaus Christian Family School, Stretton Road, Sheffield S11

Contact: Jim Gourley 0114 266 8322
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CHOOSING THE

RIGHT SCHOOL

FOR YOUR CHILD

A Guide for Christian Parents

This booklet is for Christian parents who are beginning to think about schools.

What should influence such an important decision?

What options are available?

What questions should we ask?

Please take a free copy.

If you can use extra copies for your church bookstall, please place an order at the school office.










