

Snow Policy

Dear Parents

Hopefully, the predicted ‘worst winter since the last worst winter’ will not be as bad as expected but I would like to clarify what will happen as the winter weather arrives.

We will try to keep the school warm but please make sure the children wear adequate indoor winter clothing. We will have outdoor play whenever possible and children must bring a good winter coat each day. A scarf, gloves and a hat will help keep out the cold.

We try to keep the school open during periods of bad weather. However, we understand the difficulties of travel around Sheffield when even the smallest quantities of snow settle on the roads.

We have found in the past that some families have struggled to get to school and, after a stressful journey, found depleted classes and stranded teachers. On such occasions, it has been difficult to operate an effective school day and the worry of ‘it getting worse’ creates tension. In comparison, closing the school and having a warm, safe, comfortable day teaching the children at home seems to be the sensible option. However, families need to be prepared for such occasions especially if childcare arrangements need to be made. It would be useful for parents to make some plans for short periods of home-education.

If over-night snow is forecast then I will contact the Radio Sheffield Snow Line if the school is to be closed. Please tune your radio to this station and listen for information. If snow arrives during the school day worried parents may collect their children early.

I would not keep the school closed unnecessarily, thinking especially of our GCSE pupils. When vehicles on the main routes are moving freely, the school will re-open.

As winter takes hold and travelling becomes more difficult, please pray regularly for those who travel long distances to school each day.

If you have any thoughts or comments, please let me know.
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