Removing a pupil from Bethany School (Draft Feb 08)
In a small school like Bethany the effect of a family or a child leaving is usually significant. It will affect friendship groups, class dynamics and cause some soul-searching among our staff, governors and parent groups which will influence morale. There is usually a detrimental financial effect on the school and the public relations effect can be negative. However, we understand and agree that for some families the decision to leave Bethany is entirely appropriate and we would be supportive.

On occasions when a family withdraws a child or their whole family from Bethany School it has not been a happy process for the family or the school. The main reasons for leaving are given below:

Reasons:

· child unhappy

· child behind with work

· lack of facilities / opportunities

· financial problems

· commitment problems

· family problems

· theological differences

· travel difficulties

· re-location
At Bethany School we are committed to our model of education and our views and advice will reflect this commitment. 
· Evidence

We have evidence of the results and effects of involvement with Bethany School.

· The Secular Schools

We are aware of the achievements of the secular schools but we are also aware of the many difficulties children face in such schools.

· The Value Added

We have many examples where the sacrifices involved in Christian Family Schooling add value to individual and family life.
If you are considering removing  your child/children from Bethany school then a good way would be:

· Involve the school early in the decision making process

· Consult with the teacher if there are any educational issues. It may be possible to sort out problems at this stage.

· Speak with the Head Teacher if educational issues remain unresolved or if there are family difficulties that the school should know about.  

· Consult your Governor for help and advice.

· If matters are still unresolved and you make the decision to begin to look for another school - let us know first!

We will respect the decisions that parents take and endeavour to make the transition from Bethany School a pleasant experience for the whole family.

Appendix

Evidence

· Examination results above local and national average.

· The more able pupils have achieved the highest grades at GCSE level in every subject area and less able pupils have often achieved grades above those predicted.

· Post 16 courses  - pupils have moved easily, settled quickly, made friends and achieved the highest grades in A level courses. Feedback from colleges and sixth forms has all been positive. Pupils comments indicate that they have been well prepared for post 16 courses.

· Many pupils have gone on to higher education and excelled in a wide range of subject areas.

· Ofsted and  examination moderators reports praise the work of the school and the professionalism of the staff.

Secular Schools

· Staff morale low. High % of teachers leave within the first 5 years due to: constant change, lack of discipline, poor behaviour of pupils.

· Testing has a great influence on teaching and learning. The D/C grade boundary has a profound impact. 

· A poor work ethic, bullying and drug issues are an increasing problem. Government initiatives have had little success. Negative peer pressure on Christian values.

· Teaching content will be unbiblical / non-biblical especially in science and sex education.

Value Added

· Parents fully involved with school in such an influential part of their children’s lives.

· The topic areas can enrich family life when used as a focus for out of school learning and leisure activities.

· The importance of the relational element of Bethany School means families have a wide and effective support network.

· Pupils have a greater freedom to develop, with less pressure to conform to worldly standards.

· High approval ratings from many past pupils who have come to appreciate the extra level of care and support offered at Bethany School.

