Removing a pupil from Bethany School (2nd Draft March 08)
(to be included in the Admissions Document)

We understand that from time to time families make the decision to leave Bethany School and that this can be entirely appropriate for that family. We will be supportive of families who have thoughtfully come to this position. 

In a small school like Bethany the effect of a family leaving is usually significant. It will affect friendship groups, class dynamics and cause some soul-searching among our staff, governors and parent groups, which can influence morale. There is usually a detrimental financial effect on the school and the public relations effect can, at times, be negative. On occasions, when a family has withdraw from Bethany School it has not been a happy process for the family or the school.

The main reasons families have given for leaving Bethany School are:
· child unhappy in class

· child behind with work

· lack of facilities / opportunities

· travel difficulties

· re-location

· financial problems

· commitment problems

· family problems

· theological differences

It would be helpful if families are considering leaving Bethany School to:

· Involve the school early in the decision making process

· Consult with the teacher if there are any educational issues. It may be possible to sort out problems at this stage.

· Speak with the Head Teacher if educational issues remain unresolved or if there are family difficulties that the school should know about.  

· Consult your Governor for help and advice at any stage.

· If matters are still unresolved and you make the decision to begin to look for another school - let us know first!

· Fulfil their financial commitment to Bethany School for the remainder of the academic year.

· Consider becoming a Friend of Bethany School.
When a final decision has been made we will work hard to make the transition a smooth, pleasant and positive experience for the family and Bethany School. 

END

