Bethany School

Information Communication Technology

Acceptable Use Policy

ICT is a fundamental part of our lives. The growth in the use of mobile telephones, portable computers and the internet is affecting the way we all live and work. As Christians this is something that we can celebrate.

Before creation, God existed and communicated within the Godhead. Creation was good and communicated God’s glory and splendour. Satan deceived Adam and Eve and their sin brought shame, further deceit, judgement, penalties and the break in direct communication between God and people. However, God is merciful and continues to communicate with rebellious mankind. Also, as Christians, we can look forward to heaven with, for the first time, the absolute impossibility of corrupt communication! 

It is important to teach the skills neccesary to access ICT and look at moral and ethical issues, social attitudes and the effect of ICT on society. Current trends in education are encouraging the development of the ‘Virtual Learning Environment’ where ICT will form part of all learning experiences.

Responsible use of ICT brings great benefits to the school and individuals. These can include:

· Access to world-wide educational resources

· Cultural, social, vocational, and leisure activities

· Personal and professional development

· Access to expertise, technical support, advisory services, support networks

· Communication tools and exchange of information and data

In common with all forms of media there are risks associated with the use of ICT. These can include:

· Access to unhelpful, unsuitable or illegal material

· Reliability of information 

· Time-wasting

· Temptation to misuse

· Criminal activity

Internet Use

Responsibility and Discernment

The school has put in place effective Virus, Firewall and Content Filtering software and we can remotely monitor the use of each computer. It is unlikely that pupils will see any inappropriate material on the school computers. We will expect pupils to take full responsibility for their internet use and we will teach discernment regarding issues of the content and credibility of web materials. 

Authorisation

Internet use is regarded as an entitlement for all pupils based upon responsible use.

In the Infant Class the majority of access to the internet will be by adult demonstration.

In the Junior Class web-sites may be demonstrated or the class given permission to use designated sites.

Pupils in the Senior and GCSE Class must apply for Internet access individually by signing the Acceptable Use Policy, countersigned by a parent.

Bethany School

ICT Acceptable Use Policy

Bethany School will ensure:

· Adequate supervision for all computer time.

· School’s own compliance with copyright and intellectual property rights.

· Pupils are aware of copyright and intellectual property rights.

· Regular checks of computer usage.

· Appropriate sanctions are given for breaches of the AUP.

· Parents are informed of breaches of the AUP.

· Pupils are aware of safe computing practices.

Name: ___________________________________ Class / Year: _________________
I would like to use the school computers.

I agree to abide by the Acceptable Use Policy.

I understand that breaking this agreement will result in appropriate punishment. 

Pupils Signature: ______________________________ Date: ____________________

Pupils will:

· Only use school computers for authorised educational purposes.

· Take due care with all equipment.

· Comply with copyright laws and the intellectual rights of others.

· Report inappropriate* material. (*Abusive, harassing, libellous, obscene, offensive, profane, pornographic, threatening, sexually explicit, illegal)
Pupils will not:

· Knowingly access system files or tamper with/destroy data.
· Install personal software on computers.
· Use computers for commercial or illegal purposes.
· Access other pupil’s folders.
· Access social network sites or personal email accounts.
· Deliberately damage or misuse equipment
· Bring in, distribute or forward inappropriate* material.

Sanctions:

Pupils who break the AUP will face the following sanctions:

· Removal of computer access for a specified period.

· Head Teacher’s Detention.

· Exclusion.

· Report to Governors who may wish to consider a further period of exclusion or suspension.

Note: The use of computer systems without permission or for purposes not agreed by the school could constitute a criminal offence under the Criminal Misuse Act 1990.

Parents:

I agree to __________________________________(Pupil’s name) using the school computers. I have discussed and explained the agreed Acceptable Use Policy. 

 Signature of Parent _______________________________  Date _________________

